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Weeds always seem to be the first sign of spring, at least at my 
house. They are persistent and refuse to be contained by our 
expectations. 
 

And that, of course, is the whole story of Easter. 
 

Resurrection isn’t tidy. It’s not picture-perfect or politely contained to meet 
our particular needs and expectations. It’s a stone rolled away when no one 
expected it, life breaking in where grief thought it had the final word. It’s God 
doing what God does best: making a way forward when we’re pretty sure 
winter will last forever, or we’ve run out of road to walk. 
 

This season, I find myself paying attention to those quiet resurrections all 
around us. The small ones. The stubborn ones. The ones that don’t make 
headlines but still matter deeply. A kind word. A repaired relationship. A 
community that keeps showing up for one another again and again. 
 

Speaking of showing up, I want to say thank you. Truly. Your prayers, your 
kindness, and your grace while I prepare for and recover from surgery on my 
dominant hand have meant more than I can say. Healing is happening, slowly 
but surely, and I am deeply grateful to be surrounded by a congregation that is 
rolling with the highs, lows, and occasional awkwardness of my injury. 
 

For the next couple of months, you’ll find me fully in my “fist bump era.” 
Consider yourselves warned: enthusiastic, slightly awkward, one-handed 
greetings and waves are coming your way. It’s not a bug, it’s a feature. And 
it’s doctor’s orders. 
 

And even as we move through Easter and into these brightening days, we’re 
already looking ahead to another beautiful moment in the life of our commu-
nity: Confirmation Sunday on Memorial Day Weekend. It’s one of my favor-
ite days of the year, watching our young people stand up, speak their faith, 
and claim their place in God’s story. If Easter is about new life, Confirmation 
is about stepping into it with both feet. 

continued on page 2 
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Worship Schedule 
 

8:45am  Traditional Worship in the  
Sanctuary 

 

10:00am  Celebration Worship in the 
 Fellowship Hall 

 

Holy Communion is  
celebrated at all services. 

 
Sundays at 10:00am  
Old Fellowship Hall 

 
 

We are excited to offer Sunday School for children ages 3 to 8th 
grade!  It is a time for our children to learn about God's love and 
many other lessons from his work, our Bible.  
 

There is also an Adult class that meets at 10am in the Downstairs 
Parlor under the leadership of Kurt Geiger. 

Live streamed services are available on 
Emmanuel’s Facebook page - see emman-
uels.org or the weekly eNews for the link.  
 

Call 610-477-0100 to listen to our services. 
(Please call during worship times to access 
the most recent service.) 
 

Bulletins/announcements for all services 
can be found on our website:   

emmanuels.org 

So here we are. Between resurrection and blooming, between healing and 
hope, between where we’ve been and where God is still leading us. 
 

Spring is preaching, whether we notice or not. 
 

Thanks be to God - we get to listen. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Rachel 
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             Palm Sunday (March 29) 
             8:45am Traditional Worship 

             10:00am Celebration Worship 
             10:00am Sunday School 

 
Maundy Thursday (April 2) 

7:00pm Worship in Sanctuary  
with stripping of the altar 

 
         Good Friday (April 3) 

         7:00pm Tenebrae Service in  
         the Fellowship Hall 

 
Easter Sunday (April 5) 
6:30am Easter Dawn Worship 
8:45am Traditional Worship  

in the Sanctuary 
9:45 Easter Egg Hunt (No SS) 
10:00am Celebration Worship  

Easter Breakfast (7:15am to 9:30am) 

Come and join us for a scrumptious Easter 
Breakfast. We will start serving at 
7:15am and run continuously until 
9:30am to allow everyone (no matter 
which service you attend) to join 

us. Everyone is invited to attend, even if you make a last-minute decision 
to come and enjoy the feast. But if you know ahead of time, please sign 
up. Sheets will be available at both services. By signing up you’ll help us 
gauge how many people we should prepare for. Any questions? Please 
contact the church office.   
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Church Council has authorized a limited time 
"Flash Sale" on cemetery plots! Now's the time 
to consider a permanent resting place for your 
loved-ones' earthly remains. Each plot can 
hold one casket or two cremains vessels. Addi-
tionally, our pricing structure has changed to 
meet widely-accepted norms. Interested? Call 
Janelle at the church office, or catch Karl 
Monroe most Sundays for more information!  

                                     
Our annual Prayer Vigil will start at 8:00pm on 
Good Friday (April 3) and will continue until 
6:00am on Easter morning (April 5).  The vigil 
will be in person during the hours of 6:00am to 
10:00pm.  We ask that you pray from home dur-
ing the overnight hours of 10:00pm to 6:00am.  
Please sign up for a one-hour time slot.  Look 
for the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area or 
the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Bath Area Food Bank 
 

 

During the month of April, Emmanuel’s will help  
the Bath Area Food Bank by collecting: 

 

Soup, Paper Goods and Toilet Paper 
 

 

Donations for the food bank can be dropped off in the bins in the Fellow-
ship Hall or the upstairs Gathering Area.   
 

The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of monetary donations and 
gift cards (preferably Ahart’s) which stretch farther than any amount of 
food that we can give.  
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The Ladies Morning Bible Study is 
continuing to meet online via Zoom.  
Gloria Wallery has organized the 
group and is the host for this plat-
form.  They meet on Thursday 
mornings at 10:30am.   Contact Glo-
ria Wallery at gjwallery@gmail.com 
if you would like to join. 
 

Everyone is Welcome!    

Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart  
 

We are looking for volunteers to make and deliver 
meals to Emmanuel’s members in times of 

need. The more help we have, the less frequently our volunteers will 
need to provide meals.  
 

Please contact Michele Geiger if you would like to be a part of this min-
istry.  
 

Please contact the church office or Michele Geiger if you are in need of 
meals.   

 

Have you felt the need for 
more support, more hope 
and/or more prayer in your 
life? Please consider join-
ing our Prayer Partners 
group. We will be meeting 

the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the Month at 
11:15am in the Parlor.  Please join us! 

Women’s Bible Study 
The Women’s Bible Study meets 
on Monday evenings at 7pm in 
the old fellowship hall.  Please 
reach out to Drinda Zimmerman 
with any questions.  

Join us Monday 
evenings at 7:00 pm 
in the Parlor. We 
will be looking at 
the so-called “Minor 
Prophets”. Through 

the lives, examples, and mes-
sages of these prophets, we see 
God’s constant love and for-
giveness for Jews and Gentiles 
alike in spite of blatant disobe-
dience.   
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Monday, June 15 - Friday, June 19 
6:00 pm  -  8:00 pm 

 

A child-friendly meal will be served at 5:30pm 
 

Current grades Pre-K through 5 for the 2026-2027 
school year 

 
Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild water-
falls, towering trees, and colorful creatures.  Beneath a canopy of chatter-
ing birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge into a life-long adventure, 
discovering the nature of God, and exploring what it means to be rooted 
in relationship with their creator, a safe place in life’s 
storms. 
 

Scan the QR code to register, visit vbspro.events/p/0245bf, 
or fill out the paper form in the back of the Informer. 



9 

 

 

Options for Giving  
 

Thank you for your faithful giving.  Our members 
continue to support our church and other ministries, 
both monetarily and with other donations.  There 
are many options for giving: 

 

1.  Bring your offering to church with you on      
Sunday mornings. 
 

2.  Sign up for electronic giving through Vanco 
(formerly Simply Giving) -  see Bob Bennett for 
information and/or forms. 

 

3.  Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions. 
 
 

4.  Use Text+Give  (text the $ amount to 610-463-0435)   
 
 

5. Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement App.  Download the App and follow 
the prompts. 

 

6.  Donate directly from our website  (www.emmanuels.org). Click on  
     the DONATE page and follow the prompts.   
 

If you have any issues or problems with any of these giving choices please 
contact the church office. 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Treasurer’s Report as of  
February 2026 

  
       Total General Fund Income  $48,967     

    Total General Fund Expenses  $54,490 
 

              Expenses Over Income  $5,523 

Vanco (Simply Giving) 
 

It is encouraging to see both new and familiar 
faces at our worship services. Many of you 
already support the congregation with your time, talents and financial con-
tributions … but greater participation is always welcome. We encourage 
you to look into our electronic giving program (Vanco). It’s convenient for 
you and provides much-needed donation consistency for the church. Please 
contact Bob Bennett or call the church office (610-837-1741) for details. 
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Are You in the Hospital? 
 

When you are admitted to the hospital it is important for you or a fami-
ly member to call the church office at 610-837-1741 and let us know - 
so the pastor can make sure to visit you before you are discharged.   

You can also tell them at the hospital that your “church code” is 222 or that you 
are a member of Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church in Bath.   

 
Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
 
Cascario, Kelly 
 
DeGroot, Terry (President) 
 
Geiger, Alyssa (Secretary) 
 
Henninger, Dan 
 
Hentz, Matthew 
 
Himmelwright, Bonnie 
 
Hower, Jim (Vice President) 
 
Kasper, Mercedes 
 
Merker, Jason 
 
Milander, Kathy 
 
Roberts, Andrea 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
 
Wolf, Al 
 

 

                2026 Council Members 

 

To help communication work more effectively, the church 
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any 
address, phone number, or email changes. 
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Financial Secretary Report for February 2026 

April offers a beautiful reminder of 
God’s handiwork. Earth Day encour-
ages us to care for creation with 
gratitude and stewardship. Consider 
small steps — reducing waste, plant-
ing something new or enjoying the 
beauty of God’s world with fresh 
appreciation.  
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Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, 12 Feb 2026, 7:00 p.m.  

Attendees 

Bob Bennett,  
Financial Secretary 

Matt Hentz Kathy Milander 

Kelly Cascario Bonnie Himmelwright Andrea Roberts* 

Terry DeGroot, President Jim Hower,  
Vice President 

Bob Siegfried,  
Treasurer 

Alyssa Geiger, Secretary Mercedes Kasper Al Wolf 

Dan Henninger Jason Merker Karl Monroe 

Pr. Rachel Ziese Hacker     

*Not in attendance 

Topic Responsible 
Party 

Meeting Opened 
Welcome confirmand Kayla Breen! 

Alyssa Geiger 

Devotions & Opening Prayer Alyssa Geiger 

Review of January 2026 Minutes 
Motion to accept minutes by Jason Merker, seconded 
by Bonnie Himmelwright, motion passes. 

Alyssa Geiger 

Cemetery Committee 
Income has not met cemetery maintenance/upkeep 
expenses. Last year council voted to approve payment 
fee updates. Suggestion to provide an “easy payment” 
option via Simply Giving. 
Acceptance of revised Cemetery Plot Purchase and 
Burial Policy made by Jim Hower, seconded by Al 
Wolf, motion passes. 

Karl Monroe 

Financial Secretary Report 
Regular/plate offering for Jan ‘26 was $14,235.57. 
Total overall giving for January was $18,346.99. 
Of note - 2 services in January were cancelled due to 
weather. 

Bob Bennett 
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Treasurer’s Report 
January was a very rough start for 2026. Income was 
down and expenses up. We missed two Sundays due 
to snow, and very cold temperatures made it expen-
sive to heat the church. Property expenses included 
invoices from Sullivan for $3,024 for repairs to our 
heating system. We ended January with expenses 
more than income by $12,654. 
Building fund contributions were also down compared 
to last January. Our mortgage balance now stands at 
$40,296. 
The improvement fund balance is now $7,976. 
Stewardship letter went out with statements. 

Bob Siegfried 

Pastor’s Report 
January Pastoral Acts included 1 funeral and 1 wed-

ding 
Upcoming events: Ash Wednesday 18Feb, Easter 

05Apr, Confirmation 24May, Synod Assembly 
04-06Jun, VBS 15-19Jun 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Worship and Music 
February meeting postponed. 
Additional discussion regarding the Ash Wednesday 

service. Motion to hold two Ash Wednesday ser-
vices at 10am and 7pm  made by Terry DeGroot, 
seconded by Jim Hower, motion approved. 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Property 
HVAC UV bulb replacement - bulbs ordered 
Narthex roof leak - Lehigh Exterior will provide a 

quote 
Sanctuary gutter/south side - sags at back end, in-

cluded with Lehigh Exterior quote 
Upstairs hall ceiling tiles - replace after roof fixed 

during a work day 
Water system 
Walk-off mats to be replaced at doors 
Sanctuary “stage lighting” - insufficient, needs to be 

more spotted, shielded to avoid annoying congre-
gants 

Issues with propane delivery, tank has gone below 
10% twice in the last month. 

Possibility of a new lighted sign for across the street 
from the church. 

Karl Monroe 
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Robert Fehnel, 85, passed to his eternal rest on Thursday, 
March 12, 2026.  A Funeral Service was held at Bensing Fu-
neral Home on Friday, March 20, 2026. Pastor Rachel Ziese 
Hacker officiated at the service.   

Website 
Website was updated in Jan-2026 by Bobby Sieg-

fried 
Alyssa to contact previous vendors to advise services 

no longer needed 

Alyssa Geiger 

New Business 
N/A 

Alyssa Geiger 
  

Close Meeting 
Motion made by Mercedes Kasper, seconded by Bon-
nie Himmelwright, motion passes. 

Alyssa Geiger 

Closing Prayer All 

Next Meeting 12Mar2026 

 

Bear Creek Camp is a ministry of the Southeastern and Northeastern PA 
Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Located on 
nearly 3,000 acres in the beauty of the Pocono Mountains, Bear Creek Camp 
offers year-round opportunities, including summer residential youth camp, 
nature day camp, environmental education programs, weekend camp retreats 
and outside group rentals. Bear Creek Camp’s core purpose is to help indi-
viduals explore, celebrate and grow in God’s creation. 
 

Registration is now open for Summer Camp 2026. Learn more 
or register online at bearcreekcamp.org, or scan the QR 
code.  Emmanuel’s will once again provide sponsorships 
($200 per camper). Please call the office for the code. 
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Please remember to turn in 
your Redner’s receipts!  
Emmanuel's receives 1% of 
your total bill when you use 
your Redner’s Reward Card 
and bring us your receipt.  
That really adds up!   

Chair Yoga  
 

Yoga classes 
take place in the 
Fellowship Hall 
on Monday eve-

nings at 5:30pm.  Cost is $5 
per class (pay as you go).  
Please bring a yoga mat or 
towel and wear comfortable 
clothes. All are welcome! 

When donating blood at Miller Keystone Blood Bank,  
please ask them to credit Emmanuel’s Bath. The code is 
0656. This way we will receive credit for your donation. 

Feb 18 
Ash Wednesday 

10am    
 

In-Person      21 

7pm 
 

In-Person      64 
  

Online          33 

Feb 25 
Midweek Lent 

10am    
 

In-Person      13 

7pm 
 

In-Person      25 
  

Online          21 

Worship Attendance for February 2026 

Sunday 
School 

Date 
Traditional 

8:45 am 
Celebration 

10:00 am Total 

14 Feb 1 
In-Person          59 
  
Online            28 

In-Person         65 
 

Online           23 

In-Person      124 
  
Online          51 

12 Feb 8 
In-Person          31 
  
Online            26 

In-Person         42 
 

Online           22 

In-Person        73 
  
Online          48 

14 Feb 15 
In-Person          52 
  
Online            22 

In-Person         74 
 

Online           14 

In-Person      126 
  
Online          36 

 Feb 22 
In-Person          31 
  
Online            36 

Service Canceled 
Snow 

In-Person        31 
  
Online          36 

 

Average Weekly In-Person Attendance: 89 
Average Weekly Online Attendance:  43 
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April Flowers    

($35.00 per vase) 
 

April 5 
     Traditional - Easter Flowers 
     Celebration - Easter Flowers 
 

April 12 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
 

April 19 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
 

April 26 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
 
 

      
 
 

 

 April Bulletins 

($6.00) 
 

April 5 
     Traditional - In memory of 
Jean & Donald Green and June & 
Frank Chenski by Dean and Susan 
Chenski and Family. 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

April 12 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

April 19 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

April 26 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

Communion and Giving Record for 2026 
To remain an active member on the church’s rolls, 
a person must commune and give a contribution 
of record at least once in a calendar year.  Please 
fill out a communion card for 2026 and be sure to 
include your name on your envelope when you 
contribute to the church. Thank you. 

 
 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers / Bulletins 
 

Emmanuel’s utilizes Sign Up Genius for sponsoring flowers and bulletins.  If 
you don’t have computer access or are uncomfortable using Sign Up Genius, 
please do not hesitate to call Janelle in the church office (610-837-1741) with 
your requests.  She will be more than happy to take your information and enter 
it into the online system.  Altar flowers are $35 per vase and bulletins are $6. 



18 

 

 

Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present, 
please find a substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the changes by 
Wednesday. As always, thank you for all your help in serving our Lord.         

 April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 

A
lta

r C
a
re

 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Heather Bennett-Knerr 
& Marsha Kvacky 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Amy Hower &  
Rachel Lebron 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Kathy Siegfried & 
Melissa Dempsey 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Amy Hower &  
Kim Kratzer 

R
e
a

d
e

r 

8:45 
Doreen Davidson 

 
10:00 

Kelly Cascario 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
10:00 

Alyssa Geiger 

8:45 
Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Wendy Whiteash 

8:45 
Lois Voorhees 

 
10:00 

Gloria Wallery 
U

s
h

e
rs

 

8:45 
Cindy & Gary  

O’Brien 

8:45 
Linda Steiner & 
Dean Chenski 

8:45 
Dan & LeRea 

Henninger 

8:45 
Denise  

Druckenmiller & 
Lora Iwaszek 

G
re

e
te

r 

10:00 
Jan Bourdelle 

10:00 
Amy Hower 

10:00 
Amy Hower 

10:00 
Jane Loupos 

C
o

m
m

. A
s

s
t 

8:45 
Denise Druckenmiller, 

Barbara &  
Bob Bennett 

 
10:00 

Sue Gerken, Marsha 
Kvacky, & Jennifer 

Wandler 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
10:00 

Rachel Lebron, 
Megan & Pete  

Coccetti 

8:45 
Win Miller 

 
10:00 

Caden, Melissa, & 
Scott Dempsey 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 
10:00 

Mercedes Kasper, 
Kim Kratzer, &  

Kristin Butz 

M
e

d
ia

 

8:45 
Win Miller 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

8:45 
Jessie Hnatow 

8:45 
Lynne Ambrose 

April Worship 
Volunteers 
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                                           VBS 2026 
                                        June 15 – June 19   

  

                                  Registration Form 
                                                                                                                          

                                                                           (One per child) 
  
    
Child’s Name: _______________________________ Child’s gender ___________ 
  
Child’s age: ___ Date of birth: ____________Grade Entering 26-27____________ 
   
Do you have a friend you would like to be placed with?  If so, who? ____________ 
  
__________________________________________________________________  
  
Name of parent(s)/guardian: ____________________________________________ 
  
Street address; _______________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________ 
  
Home phone: (__________) __________________________________________ 
  
Parent/guardian cell phone: (______) ____________________________________ 
  
Home email address; ________________________________________________ 
  
Home church:  _____________________________________________________ 
  
Medical concerns: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Allergies: _________________________________________________________ 
  
 
Emergency Contact Name:  ___________________________________________ 
  
Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
Relationship to child: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Dinner 5:30-5:50 PM    CHILD: YES or NO           ADULT DINNER: YES or NO 
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