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Emmanuel’s 
Informer 

May 2026 Volume 58, Number 5 

As we move into late spring and early summer, several 
important events are coming up in our congregation’s life. 
Please take note of the following dates and plan to join us 
as you are able: 
 

Confirmation Sunday – May 24 (***9:00 AM service***) 
On this special Sunday, our confirmands will affirm their faith and take 
an important step in their journey as members of the church. Please note 
that we will gather for one service at 9:00 AM that day. We hope you 
will be present to support and celebrate with these young people and their 
families. 
 

Synod Assembly – June 4–6 
Our synod will meet for its annual assembly, which this year includes the 
election of a bishop. This is an important time in the life of our wider 
church and synod. We ask you to keep the assembly, its leaders, and all 
those participating in your prayers. 
 

Vacation Bible School – June 15–19 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 15 through June 19. This is al-
ways a meaningful week of learning, fellowship, and fun for our children 
and volunteers alike. Registration and supply wish lists are both live – 
thank you for the multiple ways you show up to support this important 
ministry! 
 

Outdoor Worship – June 21 and Aug 16 (weather permitting) 
Mark your calendars for special outdoor service on these Sundays. We’ll 
be in the pavilion, assuming Mother Nature doesn’t have other plans for 
us. 
 
Thank you for your continued participation in the life of the church. Your 
presence, prayers, and support make a difference in all we do together. 
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Live streamed services are available on Em-
manuel’s Facebook page - see emmanuels.org 
or the weekly eNews for the link.  
 

Call 610-477-0100 to listen to our services. 
(Please call during worship times to access the 
most recent service.) 
 

Bulletins/announcements for all services can be 
found on our website:  emmanuels.org 

 

8:45am  Traditional Worship in the  
Sanctuary 

 

10:00am  Celebration Worship in the 
 Fellowship Hall 

 

Holy Communion is  
celebrated at all services. 

 

Sundays at 10:00am  
Old Fellowship Hall 

 
 

We are excited to offer Sunday School for children ages 3 to 8th 
grade!  It is a time for our children to learn about God's love and 
many other lessons from his work, our Bible.  
 

There is also an Adult class that meets at 10am in the Downstairs 
Parlor under the leadership of Kurt Geiger. 

Sunday, May 24, 2026  
 

There will be one service at 9:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall, followed by the Ser-
vice of Remembrance given by the Sons 
of Veterans of the Civil War.  
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Church Council has au-
thorized a limited time 
"Flash Sale" on cemetery 
plots! Now's the time to 
consider a permanent 
resting place for your 

loved-ones' earthly remains. Each plot can 
hold one casket or two cremains vessels. 
Additionally, our pricing structure has 
changed to meet widely-accepted norms. 
Interested? Call Janelle at the church of-
fice, or catch Karl Monroe most Sundays 
for more information!  

Pentecost 
Sunday, May 24, 2026   

 

Join us on Pentecost as we cele-
brate the Affirmation of Baptism 
with our Confirmands.  There 
will be a Combined Worship Ser-
vice at 9am in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Memorial Observance Sunday 
 

May 24 marks Memorial weekend in the United States.  
We remember and give thanks.  We will be joined by the 
Sons of Veterans Reserve as we gather in tribute to those 
who gave their lives for freedom.  We ask everyone to 

join us in the grassy area to the left of the main doors at 10:20am.   
 

Note...There is only One Service on May 24 at 9:00am in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

Hershey Park  
tickets have arrived!  

 

If you ordered tickets, please 
stop by the office at your con-

venience to pick them up.  
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Emmanuel's Meals from the Heart  
 

We are looking for volunteers to make and deliver 
meals to Emmanuel’s members in times of need. The 

more help we have, the less frequently our volunteers will need to provide 
meals.  
 

Please contact Michele Geiger if you would like to be a part of this ministry.  
 

Contact the church office or Michele Geiger if you are in need of meals.   
 

 

Bath Area Food 
Bank 

 

 
During the month of May, Emmanuel’s will 
help the Bath Area Food Bank by collecting: 

 

Peanut Butter, Shampoo, and Soap 
 

 

***There is a special need for Elbow Macaroni 
(1 lb box), Peanut Butter (16 oz) and Canned 
tomatoes or sauce (28 oz).   
 

The Bath Area Food Bank is always in need of 
monetary donations and gift cards (preferably 
Ahart’s) which stretch farther than any amount 
of food that we can give.  

When donating blood at Miller Keystone Blood Bank,  
please ask them to credit Emmanuel’s Bath. The code is 
0656. This way we will receive credit for your donation. 

 

Everyday Essentials Drive 
 

During the month of May, we will be collecting new under-
garments (underwear, bras, and socks) to 
support individuals in our community who 

are experiencing this need.  Donations will go to the Lehigh 
Conference of Churches, which is a nonprofit agency that 
connects basic human needs to the most vulnerable people 
in our community.  You can bring donations to the church, 
give monetarily, or shop through Amazon by scanning the 
QR Code. 
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Monday, June 15 - Friday, June 19 
6:00 pm  -  8:00 pm 

 

A child-friendly meal will be served at 5:30pm 
 

Current grades Pre-K through 5 for the 2026-2027 
school year 

 
Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild water-
falls, towering trees, and colorful creatures.  Beneath a canopy of chatter-
ing birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge into a life-long adventure, 
discovering the nature of God, and exploring what it means to be rooted 
in relationship with their creator, a safe place in life’s 
storms. 
 

Scan the QR code to register, visit vbspro.events/p/0245bf, 
or fill out the paper form in the back of the Informer. 



6 

 

 

 
 
The Ladies Morning Bible Study is 
continuing to meet online via Zoom.  
Gloria Wallery has organized the 
group and is the host for this plat-
form.  They meet on Thursday 
mornings at 10:30am.   Contact Glo-
ria Wallery at gjwallery@gmail.com 
if you would like to join. 
 

Everyone is Welcome!    

 

Have you felt the need 
for more support, more 
hope and/or more 
prayer in your life? 
Please consider joining 

our Prayer Partners group. We will be 
meeting the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
the Month at 11:15am in the Parlor.  
Please join us! 

Women’s Bible Study 
The Women’s Bible Study meets 
on Monday evenings at 7pm in 
the old fellowship hall.  Please 
reach out to Drinda Zimmerman 
with any questions.  

Join us Monday 
evenings at 7:00 pm 
in the Parlor. We 
will be looking at 
the so-called “Minor 
Prophets”. Through 

the lives, examples, and mes-
sages of these prophets, we see 
God’s constant love and for-
giveness for Jews and Gentiles 
alike in spite of blatant disobe-
dience.   

Graduation Sunday – June 7 
  
Join us on Sunday, June 7,  as we recognize our graduates 
and pray for God’s guidance in the seasons ahead. To ensure 
all graduates are included, please contact the church office 
with the names, schools and graduation years so we can in-
clude them in our service.  

You’re invited to come see Asbury United Methodist 
Church’s Jubilation Ringers in their spring concert 
“We’ve Got Rhythm”. Alyssa Geiger and Sheri Bishop 
play with the “Jubes”.  Join us on Sunday May 3rd, 4pm 
at Jordan UCC in Allentown. 
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Please remember to turn in your 
Redner’s receipts!  Emmanuel's re-
ceives 1% of your total bill when 
you use your Redner’s Reward Card 
and bring us your receipt.  That re-
ally adds up!   

Chair Yoga  
 

Yoga classes 
take place in the 
Fellowship Hall 
on Monday eve-

nings at 5:30pm.  Cost is $5 
per class (pay as you go).  
Please bring a yoga mat or 
towel and wear comfortable 
clothes. All are welcome! 
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Options for Giving  
 

Thank you for your faithful giving.  Our members 
continue to support our church and other ministries, 
both monetarily and with other donations.  There 
are many options for giving: 

 

1.  Bring your offering to church with you on      
Sunday mornings. 
 

2.  Sign up for electronic giving through Vanco 
(formerly Simply Giving) -  see Bob Bennett for 
information and/or forms. 

 

3.  Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions. 
 
 

4.  Use Text+Give  (text the $ amount to 610-463-0435)   
 
 

5. Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement App.  Download the App and follow 
the prompts. 

 

6.  Donate directly from our website  (www.emmanuels.org). Click on  
     the DONATE page and follow the prompts.   
 

If you have any issues or problems with any of these giving choices please 
contact the church office. 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Treasurer’s Report as of  
March 2026 

  
       Total General Fund Income  $79,532     

    Total General Fund Expenses  $78,416 
 

                 Income Over Expenses $1,116 

Vanco (Simply Giving) 
 

It is encouraging to see both new and familiar 
faces at our worship services. Many of you 
already support the congregation with your time, talents and financial con-
tributions … but greater participation is always welcome. We encourage 
you to look into our electronic giving program (Vanco). It’s convenient for 
you and provides much-needed donation consistency for the church. Please 
contact Bob Bennett or call the church office (610-837-1741) for details. 
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Are You in the Hospital? 
 

When you are admitted to the hospital it is important for you or a fami-
ly member to call the church office at 610-837-1741 and let us know - 
so the pastor can make sure to visit you before you are discharged.   

You can also tell them at the hospital that your “church code” is 222 or that you 
are a member of Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church in Bath.   

 
Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
 
Cascario, Kelly 
 
DeGroot, Terry (President) 
 
Geiger, Alyssa (Secretary) 
 
Henninger, Dan 
 
Hentz, Matthew 
 
Himmelwright, Bonnie 
 
Hower, Jim (Vice President) 
 
Kasper, Mercedes 
 
Merker, Jason 
 
Milander, Kathy 
 
Roberts, Andrea 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
 
Wolf, Al 
 

 

                2026 Council Members 

 

To help communication work more effectively, the church 
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any 
address, phone number, or email changes. 
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Financial Secretary Report for March 2026 
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Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, 12 Mar 2026, 7:00 p.m.  

Attendees 

Bob Bennett,  
Financial Secretary 

Matt Hentz Kathy Milander* 

Kelly Cascario Bonnie Himmelwright Andrea Roberts* 

Terry DeGroot, President Jim Hower,  
Vice President 

Bob Siegfried, 
Treasurer* 

Alyssa Geiger, Secretary Mercedes Kasper* Al Wolf 

Dan Henninger Jason Merker Pr. Rachel Ziese 
Hacker 

*Not in attendance 

Topic Responsible 
Party 

Meeting Opened Jim Hower 

Devotions & Opening Prayer Bonnie Him-
melwright 

Review of February 2026 Minutes 
Motion to accept minutes by Jason Merker, seconded 
by Bonnie Himmelwright, motion passes. 

Jim Hower 

Financial Secretary Report 
Regular/plate offering for Feb ‘26 was $27,664.87. To-
tal overall giving for February was $36,983.32. 

Bob Bennett 

Treasurer’s Report 
Despite the cold and snowy weather in February, in-
come was far better than January. February income was 
$6,517 more than expenses. Year to date however, ex-
penses are still more than income by $5,523. 
Building fund contributions year to date are down com-
pared to last year but still good. Our mortgage balance 
now stands at $36,789. The improvement fund balance 
is now $8,406. 

Bob Siegfried 
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Pastor’s Report 
January Pastoral Acts included 1 funeral, Ash 

Wednesday services, and start of Wednesday Len-
ten services. 

Upcoming events: Easter 05Apr, Confirmation 
24May, Synod Assembly 04-06Jun, VBS 15-
19Jun 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Worship and Music 
Thank you to everyone who helped take down Christ-

mas decorations. 
Janelle will work with Bobby to purchase a replace-

ment laptop down in FH. Monies were approved 
by council in 2025, but the computer was never 
purchased. 

Handbells are currently at Schulmerich being refur-
bished, estimated to be done mid April. 

Girl Scout Sunday 8 March 2026. 
Thanks to the Bennetts for covering the picture at the 

pulpit and getting the indoor crosses out. 
Nooma videos being used for Wednesday Lenten ser-

vices. 
Gary O’Brien will touch base with Paul Honett to dis-

cuss placement of Lenten crosses on cemetery 
grounds the week before Palm Sunday. 

Holy Week and Easter service times discussed. No 
changes. Prayer vigil and Easter breakfast to be 
held again. 

Holy Humor Sunday to be decided by Pastor Rachel 
and Bobby. 

Pentecost is 24 May, which is also Memorial Day 
weekend. There will be one service in the FH that 
day at 9 am with Affirmation of Baptism followed 
by Memorial Service in cemetery grounds. This 
time is non-negotiable. 

Synod Assembly 4-6 June 2026. All in person, a new 
Bishop to be elected. 

Bath Community Choir to hold their community con-
cert at Emmanuel’s on 7 June. 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Website 
Janelle and Alyssa trained on website back-end, 

Janelle is now successfully updating the bulletin 
and informer on a regular basis. 

Alyssa Geiger 
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Leonard Miltenberger, 91, passed to his eternal rest on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026.  A Funeral Service was held at 
Emmanuel’s on Monday, April 13, 2026. Pastor Rachel Ziese 
Hacker officiated at the service.  His final resting place is 

Mountain View Cemetery. 
 
Barbara Fehnel, 83, passed to her eternal rest on Wednesday, April 8, 2026.  
A Funeral Service was held at Bensing Funeral Home on Wednesday, April 
15, 2026. Pastor Rachel Ziese Hacker officiated at the service.   

Property 
Matt Hentz got a quote for an AV console for media 

in back of FH. 
Cemetery clean up on 14Mar 
Pavilion gable replacement this spring 
Looking into new sign 
Upgrading lights in sanctuary 
A few lights out in FH and FH entry way, lights will 

be purchased for these areas. 

Terry DeGroot 

New Business 
Concerns about non-church sanctioned activities in the 

church parking lot. To check insurance policy. 

  
Jim Hower 

Close Meeting 
Motion made by Jason Merker, seconded by Matt 
Hentz, motion passes. 

Alyssa Geiger 

Closing Prayer All 

Next Meeting 09Apr2026 

Ava Jordan Beil, daughter of Andrew Beil and 
Laura Morganelli-Beil, was baptized on Sunday, 
April 12, 2026 during the 8:45am Traditional Ser-
vice.  Ava was born on July 9, 2025.  Her sponsors 

are John and Carolyn Morganelli. 
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March 4 
Midweek Lent 

10am    
 

In-Person      12 

7pm 
 

In-Person      23 
  

Online          23 

March 11 
Midweek Lent 

10am    
 

In-Person      10 

7pm 
 

In-Person      12 
  

Online          8 

March 18 
Midweek Lent 

10am    
 

In-Person      13 

7pm 
 

In-Person      15 
  

Online          12 

March 25 
Midweek Lent 

10am    
 

In-Person      9 

7pm 
 

In-Person      15 
  

Online          20 

March 2026 

Sunday 
School 

Date 
Traditional 

8:45 am 
Celebration 

10:00 am Total 

11 March 1 
In-Person          60 
  
Online            20 

In-Person         81 
 

Online           17 

In-Person      141 
  
Online          37 

14 March 8 
In-Person          47 
  
Online            14 

In-Person         73 
 

Online           12 

In-Person        120 
  
Online          26 

14 March 15 
In-Person          46 
  
Online            16 

In-Person         76 
 

Online           15 

In-Person      122 
  
Online          31 

21 March 22  
In-Person          43 
  
Online            17 

In-Person         76 
 

Online           12 

In-Person      119 
  
Online          29 

18 March 29 
In-Person          63 
  
Online            25 

In-Person         87 
 

Online           23 

In-Person        150 
  
Online          48 

Average Weekly In-Person Attendance: 130 
Average Weekly Online Attendance:  34 
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May Flowers    

($35.00 per vase) 
 

May 3 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
 

May 10 
     Traditional - In memory of 
Grammy, Cindy Slaton, by Emily 
and Kaitlyn Baker. 
     Celebration - Open 
 

My 17 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
 

May 24 
     9am Combined– Congratula-
tions to the 2026  Confirmands by 
Heather Bennett-Knerr. 
 

 May 31 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
     

 May Bulletins 

($6.00) 
 

May 3 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

May 10 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

May 17 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

May 24 
     9am Combined - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family.    
 

May 31 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers / Bulletins 
 

Emmanuel’s utilizes Sign Up Genius for sponsoring flowers and 
bulletins. If you don’t have computer access or are uncomforta-
ble using Sign Up Genius, please do not hesitate to call Janelle 

in the church office (610-837-1741) with your requests.  She will be more than 
happy to take your information and enter it into the online system.  Altar flowers 
are $35 per vase and bulletins are $6. 
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Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present, 
please find a substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the changes by 
Wednesday. As always, thank you for all your help in serving our Lord.         

 May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31 

A
lta

r C
a
re

 

8:45 
Barbara Bennett 
& Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Amy Hower & 
Rachel Lebron 

8:45 
Barbara Bennett 
& Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Kathy Siegfried 
& Megan  
Coccetti 

8:45 
Barbara Bennett 
& Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Amy Hower & 
Marsha Kvacky 

9:00 
Kathy Siegfried 
& Kim Kratzer 

 

8:45 
Barbara Bennett 
& Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Amy Hower & 
Mercedes 

Kasper 

R
e
a

d
e

r 

8:45 
Doreen Davidson 

 
10:00 
Bonnie  

Himmelwright 

8:45 
Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Kelly Cascario 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
10:00 
Wendy 

Whiteash 

9:00 
Kristin Butz 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 
10:00 

Alyssa Geiger 

U
s
h

e
rs

 

8:45 
Cindy & Gary  

O’Brien 

8:45 
Linda Steiner & 
Dean Chenski 

8:45 
Dan & LeRea 

Henninger 
 

8:45 
Sue & David 

Getz 
 

G
re

e
te

r 

10:00 
Mason Kohler 

10:00 
Mason Kohler 

10:00 
Jan Bourdelle 

9:00 
Gloria Wallery 

10:00 
Sue Gerken 

C
o

m
m

. A
s

s
t 

8:45 
Doreen Davidson 

 
10:00 

Mason Kohler, 
Rachel Lebron, & 

Cheryl Haas 

8:45 
Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Mason Kohler, 
Pete & Megan 

Coccetti 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
10:00 

Sue Gerken, 
Dianna 

Schoenen, & 
Marsha Kvacky 

9:00 
Kim Kratzer, 

Gloria Wallery 
& Jennifer 
Wandler 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 
10:00 

Heather  
Bennett-Knerr, 

Mercedes 
Kasper, & Jane 

Loupos 

M
e

d
ia

 

8:45 
Win Miller 

8:45 
Karl & Sue  

Monroe 

8:45 
Jessie Hnatow  

8:45 
Lynne Ambrose  

Mother’s Day invites us to honor the women who 
have nurtured, guided and loved us. We celebrate 
not perfection, but faithfulness shown in count-
less quiet moments. May we give thanks for the 
love that shapes hearts and points us toward 
God’s grace.  

May Worship Volunteers 
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                                           VBS 2026 
                                        June 15 – June 19   

  

                                  Registration Form 
                                                                                                                          

                                                                           (One per child) 
  
    
Child’s Name: _______________________________ Child’s gender ___________ 
  
Child’s age: ___ Date of birth: ____________Grade Entering 26-27____________ 
   
Do you have a friend you would like to be placed with?  If so, who? ____________ 
  
__________________________________________________________________  
  
Name of parent(s)/guardian: ____________________________________________ 
  
Street address; _______________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________ 
  
Home phone: (__________) __________________________________________ 
  
Parent/guardian cell phone: (______) ____________________________________ 
  
Home email address; ________________________________________________ 
  
Home church:  _____________________________________________________ 
  
Medical concerns: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Allergies: _________________________________________________________ 
  
 
Emergency Contact Name:  ___________________________________________ 
  
Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
Relationship to child: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Dinner 5:30-5:50 PM    CHILD: YES or NO           ADULT DINNER: YES or NO 
 
Do you consent to having pictures of your child shared on Emmanuel’s social media page?      Yes      No 
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