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Emmanuel’s 
Informer 

October 2026 Volume 58, Number 10 

October has a wonderfully Lutheran rhythm to it: old 
roots, new beginnings, plenty of music, and just enough 
red stuff to make sure nobody forgets it’s Reformation 
season. 
 

Here at Emmanuel’s, our choirs are back and finding their rhythm again. 
There is something wonderful about hearing our worship fill back up 
with voices after the quieter pace of summer. Choir is more than decora-
tion for worship. Singing together is one of the ways the church tells its 
story, prays together, and quite literally learns to breathe together. 
 

This month also gives us some particularly joyful ways to remember that 
the church is always being renewed. 
 

On Reformation Sunday, we will celebrate First Communion with 
some of our young people. I love that pairing. Reformation is not really a 
birthday party for Lutherans or a celebration of being right while some-
body else was wrong. At its heart is the rediscovery of the astonishing 
good news that God's grace is gift. We don't achieve it, purchase it, or 
make ourselves worthy of it. 
 

And then we will watch some of our youngest disciples come to the table 
and open their hands. 
 

There may be no better Reformation sermon than that. 
 

In Holy Communion, we gather around one of the church's means of 
grace: ordinary bread and wine carrying Christ's promise for ordinary, 
hungry people. To our First Communion families: we are delighted to 
celebrate this milestone with you. And to the rest of the congregation: 
come ready to surround these young people with the same promises and 
community that have carried generations before them. 

Continued on page 2 
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Sundays at 10:00am  
Old Fellowship Hall 

 

We are excited to offer Sunday School for children ages 
3 to 8th grade!  It is a time for our children to learn about 

God's love and many other lessons from his work, our Bible.  
 

There is also an Adult class that meets at 10am in the downstairs parlor 
under the leadership of Kurt Geiger. 

8:45am  Traditional Worship in the  
Sanctuary 

 

10:00am  Celebration Worship in the 
 Fellowship Hall 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services. 
 

Live streamed services are available on Emmanuel’s Facebook page - 
see emmanuels.org or the weekly eNews for the link.  
 

Call 610-477-0100 to listen to our services. (Please call during wor-
ship times to access the most recent service.) 
 

Bulletins/announcements for all services can be found on our website:  
emmanuels.org 

Worship Schedule 

October will also end with another beginning. On October 31, Bishop 
Jenn Dee will be installed, beginning a new chapter of ministry in our 
wider church. The ELCA's rite of installation reminds us that a bish-
op's ministry doesn't happen alone. The church promises to pray for its 
bishop and to strive together for the peace and unity of Christ. We 
hold Bishop Dee and all those beginning this new season of synod 
ministry in our prayers. 
 

That makes October quite a month: voices returning to the choir loft, 
children coming to Christ's table, a bishop beginning a new minis-
try, and the church once again remembering that reformation is 
something God keeps doing. 
 

The church is deeply rooted, yes. But God has never seemed particu-
larly interested in leaving it sitting still. 
 

See you in worship, 
Pastor Rachel 
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Our annual blessing for pets will be Sunday, October 4 
at 4pm in the pavilion.  We ask that you leash your pet(s) 
or bring them in a cage or crate.  Please invite neighbors 
and friends.  This is a community activity that is open to 
any who would like to have their pets blessed. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Our first communion classes will be offered on Sunday, October 11 
and Sunday, October 18 at 11am.  We will meet in the upstairs par-
lor.   
 

Students will receive their first communion on Reformation Sunday, 
October 25, and are welcome to worship with their families at which-
ever service the family chooses. We will recognize all of the students 
by sharing their names at both of our services. 
 

The class is open to students from second grade on up whose parents 
have decided that they are ready to receive the sacrament.  The class 
will be taught by Pastor Rachel. 
 
 

Communion is a gift given to us by Christ. We hope that gift will be 
cherished and understood as a gift from God.   

Emmanuel’s Lutheran Congregation is joining Compass One Healthcare in 
“Socktober,” an initiative to collect and donate socks to homeless shelters 
in our communities nation-wide. Did you know? Socks are the #1 most need-
ed but least donated item for homeless shelters! As we head into the colder 
winter months, the need only increases.  Look for the brightly colored dona-
tion boxes near the entrances of our worship places. Let’s do what Emmanu-
el’s does best and fill them with pairs of new socks! Large, women’s, and 
children’s sizes are most often overlooked. Donation period ends October 31! 

Jesus said, “…whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sis-
ters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40). Let’s show our community 
that we care about their SOLES, as well as their souls! Questions? Reach out 
to Karl Monroe! 
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Please remember to turn in 
your Redner’s receipts!  
Emmanuel's receives 1% of 
your total bill when you use 
your Redner’s Reward Card 
and bring us your receipt.  
That really adds up!   

When donating blood 
at Miller Keystone 
Blood Bank,  please 
ask them to credit Em-

manuel’s Bath. The code is 
0656. This way we will re-
ceive credit for your donation. 

Bath Area Food 
Bank 

 

 

During the month of  
October, Emmanuel’s 
will help the Bath Area 

Food Bank by collecting: 
 

Tomato Soup 
Canned Green Beans, Peas,  
Potatoes & Kidney Beans 

Rice a Roni 
 Fruit Cups 
Juice Boxes 

Granola Bars 
 

 

 

The Bath Area Food Bank is always in 
need of monetary donations which stretch 
farther than any amount of food that we 
can give.  

 
 
 
 
Emmanuel's Meals from the 

Heart  
 

We are looking for volunteers to make 
and deliver meals to Emmanuel’s 

members in times of need. The more 
help we have, the less frequently our 

volunteers will need to provide meals.  
 

Please contact Michele Geiger  
if you would like to be a part of this 

ministry.  
 

Contact the church office or Michele 
Geiger if you are in need of meals.   

 

Our next Family Game 
Night will be on  

Saturday, October 24 
at 6:00pm. 

 
Bring your favorite 

board game and a snack 
to share. 

All are Welcome! 
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The Ladies Morning Bible 
Study meets online via Zoom.  
Gloria Wallery has organized 

the group and is the host for this 
platform.  They meet on Thurs-

day mornings at 10:30am.   
Contact Gloria Wallery at 

gjwallery@gmail.com if you 
would like to join. 

 

Chair Yoga  
 

Yoga classes take place in the Fellowship Hall on Mon-
day evenings at 5:30pm.  Cost is $5 per class (pay as 
you go).  Please bring a yoga mat or towel and wear 

comfortable clothes. All are welcome! 

 
 
 
Have you felt the need for more 
support, more hope and/or more 
prayer in your life? Please consid-
er joining our Prayer Partners 
group. We will be meeting 
the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the 
Month at 11:15am in the Parlor.  
Please join us! 

A GriefShare Group will be 
meeting on the first Thursday of 
every month at 10am in the Up-
stairs  Gathering Area. Please 
contact Drinda Zimmerman if 

you would like more information.  

There are two opportunities 
to study God’s Word on 

Monday Evenings at 7pm. 

All adults - all levels of biblical 
knowledge - are welcome to join us in 

the parlor for Bible study under the 
leadership of Kurt Geiger.   

 

There is also a women’s Bible study 
group which meets in the old fellow-

ship hall under the leadership of  
Drinda Zimmerman.   
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Thank You!  
 
 

Thanks to your generous donations, we were able 
to complete over 100 hygiene kits for  Lutheran 
Disaster Response and The Kindness Project! 
 

Remember, service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one 
of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus 
Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of 
life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  
Wow!  It’s so good to be Lutheran – and do what Lutherans do. 

Dear Members, 
 

It was so nice of you, to be so nice to me,  for all the 
beautiful cards which I received for my 90th Birthday. 
 

Thank you and God Bless, 
Clara Miller 

 
Mitten Tree Collection   

Collecting items November 1 through November 22. 
 

Ingathering Collection for Kidspeace   
Signups available during the month of November.    

Deadline to return gifts is November 29. 
 

Ingathering Collection for Gracedale 
Collecting items throughout the month of November.   

Deadline to return items is November 29. 
 

East Allen Elementary Food Pantry Collection 
Collecting items November 6 through December 6. 

 
Moore Adopt a Family 

Signups available the first week of Advent.   
Deadline to return gifts is December 20. 

 
Stay tuned… More details to come in the November Informer. 

Mark Your Calendars  
Christmas Giving 
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Options for Giving  
 

Thank you for your faithful giving.  Our members 
continue to support our church and other ministries, 
both monetarily and with other donations.  There 
are many options for giving: 

 

1.  Bring your offering to church with you on      
Sunday mornings. 
 

2.  Sign up for electronic giving through Vanco 
(formerly Simply Giving) -  see Bob Bennett for 
information and/or forms. 

 

3.  Mail in your weekly/monthly contributions. 
 
 

4.  Use Text+Give  (text the $ amount to 610-463-0435)   
 
 

5. Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement App.  Download the App and follow 
the prompts. 

 

6.  Donate directly from our website  (www.emmanuels.org). Click on  
     the DONATE page and follow the prompts.   
 

If you have any issues or problems with any of these giving choices please 
contact the church office. 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Treasurer’s Report as of  
August 2026 

  
       Total General Fund Income  $202,315     

    Total General Fund Expenses  $199,913 
 

                 Income Over Expenses $2,402 

Vanco (Simply Giving) 
 

It is encouraging to see both new and familiar 
faces at our worship services. Many of you 
already support the congregation with your time, talents and financial con-
tributions … but greater participation is always welcome. We encourage 
you to look into our electronic giving program (Vanco). It’s convenient for 
you and provides much-needed donation consistency for the church. Please 
contact Bob Bennett or call the church office (610-837-1741) for details. 
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Are You in the Hospital? 
 

When you are admitted to the hospital it is important for you or a fami-
ly member to call the church office at 610-837-1741 and let us know - 
so the pastor can make sure to visit you before you are discharged.   

You can also tell them at the hospital that your “church code” is 222 or that you 
are a member of Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church in Bath.   

 
Bennett, Bob (Financial Sec.) 
 
Cascario, Kelly 
 
DeGroot, Terry (President) 
 
Geiger, Alyssa (Secretary) 
 
Henninger, Dan 
 
Hentz, Matthew 
 
Himmelwright, Bonnie 
 
Hower, Jim (Vice President) 
 
Kasper, Mercedes 
 
Merker, Jason 
 
Milander, Kathy 
 
Roberts, Andrea 
 
Siegfried, Bob (Treasurer) 
 
Wolf, Al 
(In Memory) 
 

 

                2026 Council Members 

 

To help communication work more effectively, the church 
would greatly appreciate it if you would notify us of any 
address, phone number, or email changes. 
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Financial Secretary Report for August 2026 



13 

 

 

Emmanuel’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, 13 Aug 2026, 7:00 p.m.  

Attendees 

Bob Bennett, Financial 
Secretary 

Matt Hentz Kathy Milander 

Kelly Cascario Bonnie Him-
melwright 

Andrea Roberts* 

Terry DeGroot, President Jim Hower, Vice 
President 

Bob Siegfried, 
Treasurer 

Alyssa Geiger, Secretary Mercedes Kasper* Al Wolf* 

Dan Henninger* Jason Merker Pr. Rachel Ziese 
Hacker 

*Not in attendance 

Topic Responsible 
Party 

Meeting Opened Terry DeGroot 

Devotions & Opening Prayer Terry DeGroot 

Review of July 2026 Minutes 
Motion to accept minutes by Jason Merker, se-

conded by Jim Hower, motion passes. 

Terry DeGroot 

Treasurer’s Report 
For the second month in a row, our expenses were 

more than our income. For July by $2,685. 
Year to date, we are still positive with income 
more than expenses by $5,108. Compared to 
last year, our year to date offering is down 
about 2.3%. 

Building fund contributions year to date are down 
also compared to last year but still good. Our 
mortgage balance now stands at $18,657. 

Bob Siegfried 

Continued on page 14 
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Financial Secretary Report 
Regular/plate offering for Jul ‘26 was $18,400.34. 

Total overall giving for July was $23,311.55. 

Bob Bennett 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastoral & Seasonal acts in July included one fu-

neral 
Upcoming events: Outdoor service & blessing of 

backpacks, God’s Work Our Hands, Sunday 
School resumes 13Sep, First Confirmation 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Worship and Music 
Sound system & installation funded in honor of 

Bette Walker. 
Options for replacing projectors upstairs reviewed. 

7300 lumen laser projector with lens shift 
at $7280 for two projectors 

6000 lumen laser projector (no lens shift) 
at $5586 for two projectors 

Option for replacing “confidence monitor” projec-
tor downstairs: 7300 lumen laser projector at 
$3640 for one projector 

Funds will come from Memorial Funds (currently 
at approx $31000) 

Motion to approve 6000 lumen laser projectors for 
upstairs and 7300 lumen projector for down-
stairs funded by the Memorial Fund made by 
Jason Merker, seconded by Bonnie Him-
melwright, motion approved. 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Property 
Property met with an architect who reviewed sanc-

tuary walls and roofing for an assessment. 
Committee will pull together a scope of work to 

present to 2 general contractors. 
Proposal for siding on sanctuary for $93k. 

Terry DeGroot 

Outreach 
GWOH planned for September supporting Luther-

an Disaster Response and The Kindness Pro-
ject. 

Pr. Rachel 
Hacker 

Continued on page 15 
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New Business 
Boy Scouts 

Interested in changing their group to a 
Family Scout group which includes 
girls. Bob Siegfried checked with 
insurance, it is acceptable and lead-
ers were notified. 

November Congregational Meeting planned for 
22Nov 

Reviewed council terms; Jim Hower and 
Jason Merker agree to continue to a 
second term. Kathy Milander and 
Andrea Roberts will complete their 
second terms. 

Church House 
Current tenants of 11 years are leaving 

after having bought a house. 
House is 3 bed, 1 bath on 3 acres. 
Council can get into house to assess last 

  
Terry DeGroot 

Close Meeting 
Motion made by Jim Hower, seconded by Jason 
Merker, motion passes. 

Terry DeGroot 

Closing Prayer All 

Next Meeting 10Sep2026  

“I’m so glad I live in a world 
where there are Octobers.” 

 
-L. M. Montgomery 
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Worship Attendance for August 2026 

Average Weekly In-Person Attendance: 105 
Average Weekly Online Attendance:      23 

Date 
Traditional 

8:45 am 
Celebration 

10:00 am Total 

August 2 
In-Person          54 

  
Online            12 

In-Person        56 
  

Online           14 

In-Person      110 
  

Online           26 

August 9 
In-Person          44 

  
Online            7 

In-Person        58 
  

Online           16 

In-Person      102 
  

Online           23 

August 16 
Outdoor Worship 

 

        In-Person          99              Online              19 

In-Person         99 
  

Online           19 

August 23 
In-Person          52 

  
Online            14 

In-Person      60 
 

Online          9 

In-Person      112 
  

Online           23 

August 30 
In-Person          48 

  
Online            11 

In-Person      55 
 

Online         12 

In-Person      103 
  

Online           23 

Maggie Emma Markulics, daughter of Chad 
Markulics and Kasey Celona, was baptized on 
Sunday, September 6, 2026 during the 10:00am Cel-
ebration Service.  Maggie was born on May 19, 

2026.  Her sponsors are Thomas Celona and Erica Markulics. 

Attendance 

Alan Wolf, 68, passed to his eternal rest on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19, 2026.  A Funeral Service was held at Emmanu-
el’s on Thursday, September 24, 2026. Pastor Rachel Ziese 
Hacker officiated at the service.  
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October Flowers   
  

($35.00 per vase) 
 

October 4 
     Traditional - In honor of Karl 
& Susan Monroe’s Wedding An-
niversary. 
     Celebration - Open 
     

October 11 
     Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
 

October 18 
 Traditional - In memory of 
husband, Marlyn Hall, by Doris 
Hall. 
     Celebration - Open 
 

October 25 
 Traditional - Open 
     Celebration - Open 
 
 

 October Bulletins 
  

($6.00) 
 

October 4 
     Traditional - In memory of 
Sandra Long by Pete Long. 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

October 11 
     Traditional - In memory of 
Sandra Long by Pete Long. 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

October 18 
     Traditional - In memory of 
Sandra Long by Pete Long. 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 
 

October 25 
     Traditional - In memory of 
Sandra Long by Pete Long. 
     Celebration - Presented to the 
Glory of God by the Zulic Family. 

 

Sponsoring Altar Flowers / Bulletins 
 

Emmanuel’s utilizes Sign Up Genius for sponsoring flowers and bulletins. 
If you don’t have computer access or are uncomfortable using Sign Up 
Genius, please do not hesitate to call Janelle in the church office (610-
837-1741) with your requests.  She will be more than happy to take your 
information and enter it into the online system.  Altar flowers are $35 per 
vase and bulletins are $6. 

October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month. Thanks to Pastor Rachel for 

her faithful leadership, care, and 
service to our church family. Drop 

off a note of thanks, share a favorite 
sermon memory or simply tell her 

how she’s made a difference. 
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October Worship Volunteers 
Volunteers, please check to see if your name is listed below. If you are unable to be present, 
please find a substitute and contact the secretary at 610-837-1741 with the changes by 
Wednesday. As always, thank you for all your help in serving our Lord.         

 Oct 4 Oct 11 Oct 18 Oct 25 

A
lta

r C
a
re

 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Kathy Siegfried &  
Marsha Kvacky 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Amy Hower &  
Kim Kratzer 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Kathy Siegfried & 
Melissa Dempsey 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

 
10:00 

Amy Hower &  
Dianna Schoenen 

R
e
a

d
e

r 

8:45 
Sandy Turtzo 

 
10:00 

Alyssa Geiger 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
10:00 

Bonnie Himmelwright 

8:45 
Doreen Davidson 

 
10:00 

Heather  
Bennett-Knerr 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 
10:00 

Kristin Butz 

U
s
h

e
rs

 

8:45 
Dan & LeRea  

Henninger 

8:45 
Linda Steiner &  
Dean Chenski 

8:45 
Denise Druckenmiller 

& Barbara Bennett 

8:45 
Cindy & Gary  

O’Brien 

G
re

e
te

r 

10:00 
Jan Bourdelle 

10:00 
Nancy Karc 

10:00 
Jane Loupos 

10:00 
Kelly Cascario 

C
o

m
m

. A
s

s
t 

8:45 
Win Miller 

 
10:00 

Sue Gerken,  
Marsha Kvacky, & 

Kelly Cascario 

8:45 
Terry DeGroot 

 
10:00 

Kim Kratzer & 
 Mercedes Kasper 

8:45 
Bob Bennett 

 
10:00 

Jane Loupos, Melissa 
& Scott Dempsey 

8:45 
Nancy Marsh 

 
10:00 

Jennifer Wandler, 
Kelly Cascario, & 
Dianna Schoenen 

M
e

d
ia

 

8:45 
Jessie Hnatow 

8:45 
Karl & Sue Monroe 

8:45 
Win Miller 

8:45 
Lynne Ambrose 

Reformation Sunday 
October 25 

 

Reformation Sunday reminds us of the enduring gift of 
God’s Word and the truth that we are saved by grace 

through faith. May we remain rooted in Scripture, grateful 
for those who have carried the faith before us and committed 

to sharing the good news with future generations. 
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